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TEACHER OF THE YEAR

T

Ashley Preston’s classroom is a second family for her students

HE NEW HAMPSHIRE
Department of Education
has selected Ashley Preston
as this year’s New Hampshire
Teacher of the Year. Preston is an
early childhood special education teacher in the Selma Deitch
Early Learning Program at Parker
Varney Elementary School in the
Manchester School District.
As a preschool teacher, Preston’s job has many layers, from
teaching academics and developing cognitive skills to helping
students develop their social-

emotional skills, which include
self-help and self-regulation.
Preston describes herself as a
teacher, caregiver, storyteller,
dance party DJ and playmate. She
figures out what they need to grow
and how to help them fall in love
with learning.
Preston describes her students
as being curious and filled with
wonder. She feels it is her responsibility to always be willing to
learn and try new things, so she
can find ways to challenge her
students and help them succeed.

She believes that her students can
do anything, and they believe it,
too.
She treats them like people and
they learn so much more than
their A, B, Cs and 1, 2, 3s. They do
yoga, tell stories, plan activities
for their friends, draw and play
together. Students build with
cups, boxes and all different kinds
of blocks. They are scientists,
creators and adventurers. Preston
teaches her students how to work
in teams, how to talk to their peers
when there is a conflict, how to

use their imaginations, and how it
is okay to make mistakes.
Preston’s classroom is a second
family where they learn together
and from each other. She works
on teaching kindness, because
their differences are what make
them a stronger group. She tells
her students, “We all have our
strengths and when you can work
together, you can make great
things happen.” Ashley Preston
loves being a preschool teacher
and it is obvious in everything she
does with her students.

2016 SCHOOLS OF EXCELLENCE

White Mountains prepares students for college, careers

T

HE NEW HAMPSHIRE
Excellence in Education Awards (EDies) has
selected White Mountains Regional High School as the 2016
recipient of the New Hampshire Secondary School of
Excellence Award. The talented
students at White Mountains
Regional High School are
encouraged to explore and
engage in the rich and innovative curriculum that provides
educational opportunities to
prepare them well for college
and career readiness.
At all hours of the day and
night, the building is alive with
the sound of students and

WHITE MOUNTAINS REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
and staff are fully committed
to continuously improving the
highly personalized learning
environment at White Mountains Regional High School.

faculty working, playing and
enjoying all kinds of educational activities, athletic events,
co-curricular events and musical performances. The teachers

They provide students with
the opportunity to investigate,
discover, explore and engage in
a rich curriculum that prepares
them to compete with the rest
of New Hampshire to demonstrate achievement across a
wide-range of data points and
measures; so they can transfer
that success to the “real world.”
The working partnerships
they’ve developed with the
families of their students as well
as other community members
and organizations are key to
their success and have had a
powerful impact on the quality
of the teaching and learning at
the school.

Personalization is a key component for Lancaster Elementary

T

LANCASTER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

HE NEW HAMPSHIRE Excellence in Education K-8
Selection Committee has
chosen Lancaster Elementary
School as the 2016 K-8 School of
Excellence because it embodies
all the qualities that the Excellence in Education rubric looks
for in a school. These qualities
include: personalization,use of
data, innovation and inspiration, but by far the feature that

stood out was Lancaster’s personalization. Personalization
is the driving force underlying
their philosophical belief that
all their students can learn and
succeed. They create a variety
of rich learning environments
where they carefully make decisions about the needs of their
students and how those are best
serviced.
In addition, Lancaster has

created a school environment
in which staff, administration
and the community provide
whatever resources and support are necessary to allow the
entire student body to achieve
personal and academic success. This amazing school is a
child-centered environment of
academic rigor and community
awareness focused on developing life-long learners.

Thorntons Ferry School excels at shared leadership

T

THORNTONS FERRY SCHOOL

safety are promoted school
wide with a “Gotcha” Committee recognizing individual
students and classes for their
positive choices, and “helping”
teams assisting students in
feeling safe and comfortable at
Thorntons Ferry.
Students are engaged in
project-based learning, are encouraged to learn from failure,
and persevere to achieve their
learning goals. Staff continually
engages in professional learning through opportunities such

HE EDIES ELEMENTARY
School Selection Team
has chosen Merrimack’s
Thorntons Ferry School as
the recipient of the 2016 New
Hampshire Elementary School
of Excellence due to their focus
on supporting the “whole
child.”
Professional learning teams
and data review teams continually address each student’s social, emotional and
academic needs. Expectations
of respect, responsibility and

as book studies and technology
training tutorials.
Embedded professional
development blocks are now
a component of each team’s
schedule. Thorntons Ferry instituted “Flipped” staff meetings
as an additional means of providing purposeful professional
development. The school’s culture of risk taking, innovation,
creativity and shared leadership are other examples of why
Thorntons Ferry is the recipient
of this year’s award.

Hood Middle School has a commitment to all learners

T

GILBERT H. HOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL

HE EDIES MIDDLE
SCHOOL Selection Team
is pleased to announce that
Gilbert H. Hood Middle School
is the New Hampshire Middle
School of Excellence for 2016.
The mission of this middle
school states that it works in
partnership with students,
families and the community
in order to provide a challenging and enriching academic

FINALIST

Hampton Academy’s
‘Shark Block’ is a success

T

HE EDIES MIDDLE SCHOOL Selection Team
is pleased to announce that Hampton Academy is the N.H. Middle School Finalist for 2016
due to its outstanding and effective Response to
Intervention Program (RTI) called “Shark Block,”
which meets five days a week, and provides each
student with what he/she needs to be successful in
school.

program in a safe and supportive learning environment, to
meet the unique needs of early
adolescents, so they will reach
or exceed all of the middle
school learning expectations,
and become responsible and
productive members of the
community.
The vision
of Gilbert H. Hood Middle
School strives to become a

community where: Learning is
paramount. Success is measured by results. Purposeful
collaboration shapes decisions.
Positive relationships demonstrate their commitment to all
learners.
The Gilbert H. Hood Middle
School motto, “A Great Place to
Learn and Work,” is the driving
force for all that occurs in this
excellent middle school.

ASHLEY PRESTON

Ceremony honors
NH’s outstanding
educators, schools

T

HE NEW HAMPSHIRE Excellence in Education Awards,
lovingly referred to as the EDies,
is proud to celebrate its 23nd year of
honoring teachers, administrators,
volunteers and schools of excellence.
This gala event, held last night at
the Center of New Hampshire Radisson Hotel in Manchester, is the result
of a collaborative effort of a majority
of the statewide education associations.
The EDies serve as a catalyst to
highlight outstanding efforts of those
being honored and uses their example to inspire and motivate others
throughout the state.
All public schools are invited to
demonstrate their excellence using
the school selection rubric, which
can be found at www.edies.org.
We are grateful to the businesses
and organizations that contribute
their time and energy to the EDies.

SPECIAL DEDICATION
and RECOGNITION AWARDS
Commissioner Barry,
Deputy Commissioner Leather,
Dr. Mark Joyce,
Virtual Learning Academy
honored

N

eW HAMPSHIRE Excellence in
Education dedicated this year’s
EDies to Commissioner Virginia
M. Barry and Paul K. Leather for their
leadership in a new era of public
education. EDies also bestowed a
Special Recognition Award to Dr.
Mark Joyce, Executive Director of the
N.H. School Administrators Association, acknowledging the significant
contribution he has made to New
Hampshire education. This award is
given to a school, district, individual
or group whose extraordinary efforts
result in a genuine and positive impact on students.
NH Excellence in Education also
bestowed a Special Recognition
Award to the Virtual Learning Academy
Charter School for their educational
initiatives, which re-imagine the way
schools work by reaching out to students in a non-traditional format and
pioneering education pathways.
The N.H. Department of Education
recognized the 2016 PACE Schools
for their competency-based educational approach designed to ensure
that students have meaningful opportunities to achieve critical knowledge and skills.

SCHOOL BOARD OF THE YEAR
Hooksett awarded for STEM
curriculum, policy decisions

T

HE NEW HAMPSHIRE School Boards Association has selected Hooksett School Board as
the 2016 School Board of the Year. This board
has demonstrated excellence and leadership in all
areas of school board service. Noteworthy examples
include: implementing significant initiatives in the
STEM curriculum, making policy decisions that allow
Hooksett students multiple choices for their high
school education, and the establishment of comprehensive board goals focused on student achievement.

Back row: Phil Denbow, Mike Berry, Superintendent Phil
Littlefield, NHSBA attorney Barrett Christina, John Lyscars, Allan
Whatley and Kara Salvas. Front row: Greg Martakos, Amy Boilard
and Jim Sullivan.

EDie Awards

Top NH educators
honored for their
job excellence
Brian Gray, Sanborn Regional High
School, Kingston: The New Hampshire
Society of Technology in Education
has awarded Brian Gray
the Pat Keyes Award for
this year. Gray has been
leading the technological revolution at
Sanborn Regional High
School for nearly eight
years. In the classroom,
he replaced traditional
textbooks and paper as- BRIAN GRAY
signments with an iPadbased curriculum. His students now
gather information from an interactive
textbook and online sources, then
complete assignments using a wide
variety of collaborative apps. Gray conceived and co-developed the school’s
Modern Media electives, in which
students create video news segments
that stream around the school, on a
YouTube channel and even on local
cable outlets. The class also features
a Twitter feed and live streams Sanborn’s commencement ceremonies
to friends and relatives of graduates
around the world.
.

Brenda Poznanski, Bishop Guertin High
School, Nashua: The New Hampshire
School Counselor Association has selected Brenda Poznanski as the 2016 School
Counselor of the Year.
Poznanski has been
the Director of School
Counseling at Bishop
Guertin High School
for the past seven years.
The vision and leaderBRENDA
ship demonstrated by
Poznanski in the devel- POZNANSKI
opment of the Bishop Guertin School
Counseling program and the state
school counseling community is exemplary. She has instituted numerous
programs that have assisted students
and their families in navigating successfully through high school and the
college admissions process. As a leader
of several state and national counseling organizations, she is a tireless
advocate for school counselors and the
families and students she serves. She is
a firm, caring and passionate mentor, a
master educator, and the embodiment
of professional excellence.
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SUPERINTENDENT OF THE YEAR

Blake honored for dedication and enthusiasm

T

HE NEW HAMPSHIRE School
Administrators
Association has selected
Dr. Brian Blake as the
New Hampshire Superintendent of the Year.
Dr. Blake is the super-

intendent of the Sanborn Regional School
District that represents
the towns of Sanborn,
Kingston and Newton.
Dr. Blake was selected
for this honor by a panel
of his peers and from a

distinguished group of
nominees. Brian Stack,
Sanborn Regional High
School principal, said,
“Brian is, by far, the
most dedicated and
enthusiastic superintendent we have ever had

the privilege to work for.
He strives to make the
Sanborn District one of
the best in our state, and
he works tirelessly on
behalf of all the children
in our district on a daily
basis.”
BRIAN BLAKE

SECONDARY SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL OF THE YEAR

ELEMENTARY
PRINCIPAL
OF THE YEAR
Larochelle is
a leader with
compassion

Pickering is a visionary leader

T

HE NEW HAMPSHIRE
Association of School
Principals has chosen
Brian Pickering as the recipient of its Charles A. Napoli
Award as the 2016 Secondary School Principal of the
Year.
According to his superintendent, Brendan Minnihan, “Brian is a truly
inspirational leader who
engenders the support of
his faculty, the respect of his
colleagues, and the admiration of the parents and the

wider ConVal community.
He is a visionary leader as
exemplified through his
establishment of the Teachers in Academic Support
Centers (TASC) block at
the high school. He is a
transformational leader as
evidenced by his success in
drastically improving the
culture at the high school
and a servant leader in that
he shares power, puts the
needs of others first, and
helps others perform as
highly as possible.”

T

HE NEW HAMPSHIRE Association of School Principals has
chosen Shelly Larochelle as the
2016 Elementary Principal of the Year.
Larochelle’ s skillful leadership style is
one of compassion.
She has created, managed and sustained
environments that
support teaching and
learning within her
school.
She has focused her
attention on profession learning around
instructional practice SHELLY
in her school. She
LAROCHELLE
has assigned teacher
leaders who are the driving force in
keeping the goals and keeping everyone going in the same direction.
The adoption of the Manchester Academic Standards requires Larochelle
to support and improve teaching
quality to raise student achievement at
Northwest Elementary School to meet
these standards. Professional Learning
Communities with staff book studies
have helped strengthen her teaching
staff by providing them with thoughtful, authentic professional learning
taking place.

BRIAN PICKERING

OUR MAJOR SPONSOR

.

Stacy Gingras, Nashua High School North:
The New Hampshire Business Education Association has named Stacy Gingras as the Business Educator of the
Year. Gingras has been teaching for 16
years. She is currently a
marketing and business
instructor at Nashua
High School North,
where she also serves as
the DECA and Yearbook
Advisor. In her spare
time, she also teaches
classes at Nashua Community College. In 2013, STACY
GRINGAS
Gingras received the
Donald Peterson Award
from the New Hampshire Business
Education Association. She has also
served as past president and been a
member of the Board of Directors of
the Association.
.

Lynn Morgan Gnaegy, Campbell High
School, Litchfield: The New Hampshire
Association of Family and Consumer
Sciences is proud to recognize Lynn
Morgan Gnaegy as their
recipient of the Bonnie
Simpson Family and
Consumer Sciences
Teacher of the Year
Award. Gnaegy has
been described as being
a role model for fellow teachers and has a
dedication both in and LYNN
MORGAN
out of the classroom.
Gnaegy has successfully GNAEGY
advocated at the Department of Education in Concord to maintain Family
and Consumer Sciences throughout
the state. In addition, she served on
the committee to revise and rewrite
the state standards and curriculum
that has been adopted into practice.
Recently she was selected to serve as
co-president elect of the N.H. Association of Family and Consumer Sciences
for 2016-17.

COURTESY

McDonald’s Brand Ambassador Larry Johnston, Derry McDonald’s owner/operator Emile Haddad,
EDies Board members, and Principal Austin Garafalo with representatives of 2016 EDies Middle
School of Excellence Gilbert H. Hood Middle School pose at the Derry McDonald’s.

McDonald’s honors NH educators and schools

M

CDONALD’S RESTAURANTS of
New Hampshire have been longtime dedicated sponsors of the N.H.
Excellence in Education awards, or EDies.
They began supporting the organization at
the program’s inception in 1993.
“At McDonald’s, we pride ourselves on
being actively involved in the communities in which we live and work. Every year,
McDonald’s owner/operators in New
Hampshire look forward to this opportunity to work with the New Hampshire
EDies program to honor our community’s

enthusiastic and hard-working educators
and students,” said Peter Napoli, local McDonald’s owner/operator.
Funding for the New Hampshire Excellence in Education Awards is crucial and
the EDies Board of Directors continues
to express deep gratitude to McDonald’s
Restaurants of New Hampshire as their primary financial sponsor. With McDonald’s
continued commitment to children and to
the communities in which they do business, we work together in honoring N.H.
educators.

Sponsors of the 2016 EDie Awards
Prime
McDonalds
Champion
Hockmeyer Studios
Southern New Hampshire
University

Supporter
Granite State College
HealthTrust, Inc.
Keene State College
NH1
N.H. School Administrators
Association

Supporter
P.C. Connection, Inc.
Plymouth State University
University of New Hampshire

MIDDLE SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL
OF THE YEAR
Lyndes excels
despite staffing,
funding challenges

T

HE NEW HAMPSHIRE Association of School Principals has
chosen Kimberly Lyndes as the
2016 Middle School Principal of the
Year. Lyndes has been
described as being a
leader, learner and
listener. She has
provided the leadership needed to make
Dover Middle School
one that has been
recognized as a “Spotlight School” by the
New England League KIMBERLY
LYNDES
of Middle Schools.
She has managed to maintain
school excellence in an environment
with overcrowding and understaffing
challenges due to budget cuts because of Dover’s tax cap requirements.
Without the funding needed to add
extra special education staff, Lyndes
orchestrated a data driven Response
to Intervention Program to address the
decline in math scores for all students.
She constantly advocates for her
school, her staff, and her students to
make Dover Middle School an outstanding place to learn and grow.

.

Peter Whelley, Plymouth State University
and Moultonborough School District: The
New Hampshire Association of School
Psychologists has
selected Peter Whelley
as one of the recipients
of the New Hampshire
School Psychologists
Lifetime Achievement
Awards. Since 1988,
Whelley has served as
school psychologist for
PETER
the Moultonborough
WHELLEY
School District. For
more than 12 years, he has served as
adjunct faculty in the graduate department of Plymouth State University in
the School Psychology Program.

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL OF THE YEAR
Connors excels in her work with special education
The New Hampshire
Association of School
Principals has chosen
Jill Connors as the 2016
Assistant Principal of
the Year. Connors is a
tremendous asset to
North Londonderry
Elementary School
and her leadership is

evident and modeled in
the building on a daily
basis.
One of her primary
responsibilities is directing the special education department, and
she is always supporting
and promoting both
regular and special edu-

cation students and programs. Connors is very
skillful at explaining to
classroom teachers how
a student’s disability
may manifest itself in
the classroom and develop appropriate modifications to meet the
student’s needs. She has

successfully facilitated
the inclusion of severely
disabled students in the
inclusionary classroom,
developed relationships
with difficult parents,
and outlined transition
services for students
going to the middle
JILL CONNORS
school.

EDie Awards
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EDie winners
Dr. Meg J. Petersen, Plymouth State University, Plymouth: Plymouth State University has selected Dr. Meg J. Petersen
as this year’s recipient
for the Dennise Maslakowski Education Award.
This award was created
in 2008 in memory of
the late Dennise Maslakowski, PSU’s former
associate vice president
for the College of Graduate Studies. A professor of MEG
English at Plymouth State PETERSEN
University, Petersen is a
two-time winner of the Fulbright Scholarship, a published poet, director of the
Plymouth Writing Project (now known
as the National Writing Project in New
Hampshire), and recipient of numerous
awards.
.

Laurie Fleming, Gilbert H. Hood Middle
School, Derry: The New Hampshire
School Nurses’ Association has selected
Laurie Fleming, R.N. as the 2016 School
Nurse of the Year. Since August 2003,
Fleming has worked
as the school nurse at
Gilbert H. Hood Middle
School in Derry. She
serves a population of
more than 700 students.
She is responsible for
maintaining records,
providing emergency
care, performing nursing LAURIE
assessments and evalua- FLEMING
tions, developing nursing
care plans, emergency care plans and
individualized health plans, monitoring
immunization compliance, monitoring
and dispensing medications, providing
blood borne pathogen training, CPR
training, maintaining a health office,
coordinating and collaborating the care
of students with medical needs, collaborating with special education needs and
providing routine eye and ear screening.
Fleming is also responsible for monitoring the health of staff members with individual needs. She participates in staff
development and continuing education activities. She has worked with the
Derry School District to develop a blood
borne pathogen policy and procedure,
a job description, and school nurse task
schedule. Since June 2014, Fleming
has served as a health consultant for 18
Little Sprouts preschools in the greater
Boston area and in Nashua. As the consultant, she is responsible for reviewing
and writing policies regarding the care
of sick children, medication administration and control of communicable disease as well as training staff for infection
control and food allergies.
.

Jill Canillas Daley, Plainfield Elementary
School, Meriden: The New Hampshire
School Library Media Association has
selected Jill Canillas Daley as its recipient of the School Librarian of the Year Award.
As a leader in the school
library community, Daly
has inspired and motivated many of her fellow
school librarians. Her
blogs and Twitter feed are
a source of ideas and motivation for many librar- JILL CANILLAS
ians in New Hampshire
DALEY
and across the nation.
Her groundbreaking work in developing a successful Genius Hour program
at her school has inspired other librarians to create similar programs at their
own schools. Daly’s contribution to her
school and the greater school library
community is to be commended.

T

HE EXCELLENCE
in Education Board
(EDies) has selected
Helen Steele as this year’s recipient of the Doris Barnes
Retired Educator Lifetime
Achievement Award. Prior
to her retirement, Steele
taught chemistry, physics,
life, earth and general science for 40 years in public
high schools in Maine and
New Hampshire.
Currently, she serves
on the Tamworth School
Board. She teaches skiing
with the Tamworth Outing
Club Jr. Ski Program, which
makes her very proud because her father started the
outing club in 1935. They
have taught skiing to any

child wanting to learn for
more than 80 years. Besides skiing with the Outing
Club (for 45 years), she has
worked with the Barnstormers (for 35 years) and run
the local square and contra
dances (for 50 years). Needless to say, Steele loves the
community in which she
lives.
In addition to all these
responsibilities, she is a
farmer. Since 1980, Steele
has owned and operated
the Steele Farm. She opens
her sheep and egg operation to many visiting school
groups and grows vegetables for the Farmers Market
and her own farm stand.
Many young people have

Collaborative
partners

learned
from working or interning on
her farm.
Even
though she
is retired,
Steele
continues HELEN STEELE
to teach
people of all ages through
volunteerism, public service
and her community-focused spirit. Her dedication
to her volunteer responsibilities is impressive, and
provides a strong reason
why Helen Steele is very deserving of the Doris Barnes
Retired Educator Lifetime
Achievement Award.

CHRISTA McAULIFFE SABBATICAL AWARD
Smith will create curriculum
based on shoreline ecosystem

T

HE NEW HAMPSHIRE
Charitable Foundation
has chosen Thom Smith
to receive this year’s Christa
McAuliffe Sabbatical Award.
Smith has taught in the
Kearsarge School District
since 2008 and is currently
teaching third grade with a
real passion for science.
During his sabbatical,
Smith will create a curriculum focused on the ecosystem of the state’s rocky
shoreline — in partner-

ship with the University of
New Hampshire’s SeaTrek
Program, Seacoast Science Center, New England
Aquarium and a local
artist and book publisher.
Smith’s curriculum will be
made available at no cost
to New Hampshire school
districts.
He will travel throughout the state offering free
professional development
workshops for teachers and
for college students aspiring

to become
teachers.
Smith’s
project will
help teachers engage
students
in science,
and excite
them about THOM SMITH
science.
Hopefully they will carry
that excitement with them
as they move into middle
and high school.

DONALD R. MARQUIS
MEMORIAL TEACHER OF THE YEAR
Bowman’s students become historians

T

HE NEW HAMPSHIRE Council for
the Social Studies has
selected Eric Bowman as this
year’s Donald R. Marquis
Memorial Teacher of the
Year. Since 1997, Bowman
has taught social studies
at ConVal Regional High
School. In the summer, he
also teaches global economics and government/
politics, and serves as dorm
faculty at Phillips Exeter
Academy.

Bowman is loved and
respected by his students
and colleagues alike. He
works to make the content
as engaging as possible.
His passion for his subject
comes through as he points
out obscure details, ironies
and interconnectedness
of the story to show his
students how interesting
history can be. He avoids
using lectures to convey
information, but tries to
foster fascination with the

story. He
provides
students
with
primary
sources
so they
can work
with the
material
ERIC BOWMAN
to become
the experts.
When Bowman steps aside
in his classroom, his students become the historians.

OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARD

.

Thomas Quigley, Pinkerton Academy,
Derry: The New Hampshire Music Educators Association has selected Thomas
Quigley as the 2016 Distinguished Music
Educator of the Year. Quigley’s contribution to music education
in New Hampshire is
second-to-none. Having
begun his career nearly
40 years ago at Gilbert
H. Hood Middle School
in Derry, he is now in
his 31st year as Director
of Choirs at Pinkerton
Academy, where he also THOMAS
serves as Fine Arts DeQUIGLEY
partment Head. Quigley
epitomizes the commitment to high
quality, authentic learning experiences
to which all teachers — music or otherwise — should aspire. In the words of
his Pinkerton Academy colleague, Mike
Adams, “Tom always has the musical
development of his students in mind
through quality programming, and in
creating performance opportunities for
his groups.”

DORIS BARNES RETIRED EDUCATOR
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Steele known as science teacher,
skiing instructor and farmer

T

Hopkins advocates for
the growth of students

HE NEW HAMPSHIRE School
Administrators Association
has chosen Barbara Hopkins
to receive its 2016 Outstanding
Service Award from a group of
distinguished nominees. Hopkins
is in her sixth year as assistant
superintendent for SAU 21, serving the schools in the districts of
Hampton Falls, North Hampton,
South Hampton, Seabrook and
Winnacunnet.
Hopkins’ role as a leader in the
community is reflected in the
praises of her colleagues. Over the
past six years, she and her staff have
accomplished a lot together from
meaningful discussions between
curriculum teams to teachers’

What can you do today to make
a difference tomorrow?

reflections on
their professional
learning in order
to meet the learning challenges of
their students.
The cross-district
teams have also
provided outreach
to parents and
BARBARA
community mem- HOPKINS
bers in support of
all children coming to school ready
for learning.
Hopkins feels that the impact of
a thoughtfully progressive community has taken a positive stand
to advocate for the growth of their
most precious assets, their children.

SNHU students don’t just learn
about the skills needed to become
tomorrow’s great leaders;
they demonstrate them. Our
competency-based programs
in the School of Education get
students into the classroom
during their first semester, so
they get the experience they
need early on to make a lasting
difference in their communities

www.snhu.edu

Council for Exceptional Children N.H.
Extended Learning Opportunities Network
Granite State Reading Council
N.H. Art Educators’ Association
N.H. Association for Supervision
& Curriculum Development
N.H. Association of Family
& Consumer Sciences
N.H. Association of School Business Officials
N.H. Association of School Principals
N.H. Association of School Psychologists
N.H. Association of World Language Teachers
N.H. Business Education Association
N.H. Charitable Foundation
N.H. College and University Council
N.H. Council for the Social Studies
N.H. Department of Education
N.H. Music Educators Association
N.H. School Administrators Association
N.H. School Boards Association
N.H. School Counselor Association
N.H. School Library Media Association
N.H. School Nurses’ Association
N.H. Society of Technology in Education
Plymouth State University

EDies Board
of Directors

Bryan Belanger, Co-Chair
Daniel Mitchell, Co-Chair
Jessica Richardson, Co-Secretary
Dorene Decibus, Co-Secretary
Susan Antico, Past Chair
Patrick Boodey
Fred Bramante, Jr.
Doris Buco
Ann Collacchi
Lois Costa
Kenneth Darsney
Mary Ford
Cynthia Freyberger
Barbara Gondek
Lori Kincaid
Jane Lacasse
Paul Leather
Peggy McAllister
Ellen Small
Cathy Stavenger
Peter Weaver
Susan Wereska
Guest Members
Amy Allen
Jackie Coe
Kate Grieve
William Lonergan
William Marston
Ronald Pedro

EDie winner
Dr. Leo Sandy, Plymouth State University and Moultonborough School District: The New Hampshire Association of School Psychologists has selected Dr. Leo
Sandy as one of the recipients of
the New Hampshire School Psychologists Lifetime Achievement
Awards. Dr. Sandy has served as a
full-time school psychologist for 11
years, spent 34 years as a part-time
school psychologist, and 30 years as
a professor. During Dr. Sandy’s vast
career, he has written numerous articles, created numerous programs
for parents and teachers, and deLEO SANDY
signed courses for Rivier University
and Keene State College that are still being taught.
As a practicing school psychologist for SAU 45, Dr.
Sandy provides services to children from ages 3 to 21
ranging from evaluation, consultation and mental
health services. Dr. Sandy also provides program
development and consultation services to faculty
and families. He has been and continues to be an
adjunct faculty member of Plymouth State University in Counselor Education and School Psychology
Departments. He is well deserving of this prestigious
lifetime achievement award.

EDie Awards

OUTSTANDING
EDUCATIONAL
LEADERSHIP
Hemingway
inspires learning
across all grades

T

HE NEW HAMPSHIRE Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development has chosen Kent
Hemingway to receive its 2016 Outstanding Educational Leadership Award. Hemingway
is in his fifth year as Superintendent of Schools
in the Gilford School
District. His leadership
in Gilford has been characterized by collaboration, developing learner
centered programming,
KENT
technology advancements and community
HEMINGWAY
engagements.
One unique characteristic Hemingway has brought to each monthly
school board meeting is beginning
each meeting with demonstrations of
learning across all grade levels. Their
monthly demonstrations of learning
have brought parents and learners to
school board meetings and have showcased for the community the many
ways the district has measured growth
and achievement.

DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE AWARD
Leclerc is an asset
to Bureau of Data
Management

T

HE NEW HAMPSHIRE Association of School Business Officials
has chosen to recognize Ron
Leclerc. Leclerc has worked for the N.H.
Department of Education for 19 years. He is
an integral part of the
Bureau of Data Management where he manages
approximately 700 million dollars in Adequacy
and Charter School Aid,
working closely with
districts to ensure fund- RON LECLERC
ing is received on time.
He reviews, analyzes and verifies school
district budgets, financial statements
and other related documents in order
to ensure compliance with state statues,
department regulations and generally
accepted accounting principles.
Leclerc also provides technical assistance to school business officials,
responds to complex legislative fiscal
requests, and helped streamline the
financial reporting for the Departments
of Education and Revenue. He is well
deserving of the Alexander J. Blastos
Distinguished Service Award.

OUTSTANDING
SCHOOL LIBRARY
Library resources
seemlessly linked
to curriculum

T

HE NEW HAMPSHIRE School
Library Media Association has
recognized the Riddle Brook
Elementary School for its Outstanding
School Library Program.
This library program is
fully integrated into the
school curriculum. Collaboration with teachers
and Google Presentations
for every unit of study
featuring links to library
resources, make offerings
seamlessly available to
teachers. Assistant Prin- HARRIET
FERNS
cipal Matthew Munsey
shares, “Whether working with the
school’s technology integration teacher
to provide students with the most upto-date digital resources, volunteering
at after-school events, or collaborating
with classroom teachers to revise and
improve curriculum units, Librarian
Harriet Ferns’ contribution to our school
culture is second-to-none.”
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Many educators honored for education excellence
Dr. Elizabeth Harwood, Rivier
University, Nashua: The New
Hampshire College and University Council
has chosen
Dr. Elizabeth
Harwood, assistant professor
of psychology,
to receive the
2016 Outstanding Teaching
in Postsecond- ELIZABETH
ary Education
HARWOOD
Award. Dr. Harwood strives to create a classroom environment that is
encouraging, responsive and
employs a variety of teaching methods to engage her
students. Her outstanding
teaching, strong rapport with
students, respect from faculty
colleagues, her innovative approaches and her ability to
inspire confidence and excellence were cited by the selection committee as the basis for
presenting this award to Dr.
Elizabeth Harwood.

effort to revise the standards
for school psychologists in New
Hampshire, improve the educator evaluation system for specialists working in schools, and
is currently working to develop
a school psychologist rubric for
teacher evaluation work in New
Hampshire.
.

.

Mary Beth Donovan-Olson,
Reeds Ferry Elementary School,
Merrimack: The New Hampshire
Art Educators Association has
selected Mary Beth DonovanOlson as its recipient of the New
Hampshire Art
Educator of the
Year award. As an
art educator of
young students,
Donovan-Olson
has the priviMARY BETH
lege of sharing
DONOVANher passion for
the arts in all its OLSON
forms. As her students create
paintings, sculptures, collages
and pottery, she works toward
the realization that art does not
need to be in the confines of a
museum or gallery, but that it
surrounds us. Donovan-Olson
shares stories of artists in hopes
that her students will find
inspiration from their lives and
artwork. Her goal is to make art
... being creative a part of her
students’ lives.

Amy Ransom, School Administrative Unit 16, Exeter: The
New Hampshire Association
of School Business Officials
has chosen to
recognize Amy
Ransom as the
School Business
Administrator of
the Year. Since
July 2011, Ransom has been the
business adminAMY RANSOM
istrator for SAU
16 representing the communities and schools in Brentwood,
Exeter, East Kingston, Kensington, Newfields and Stratham.
Prior to this assignment,
Ransom worked at Prospect
Mountain High School in Alton,
and was business administrator
for the Barnstead School District. She is the president elect
of the New Hampshire Association of School Business Officials
and has served on the executive
board since 2008.
.

Laura J. Ernst, Concord High
School and Rundlett Middle School,
Concord: The New Hampshire
Association of World Language
Teachers has selected Laura J.
Ernst as the World Language
Teacher of the
Year due to her
instruction and
curriculum
development
of German I
through V at the
middle and high
school levels.
LAURA ERNST
She has served
as coordinator of the German
American Partnership Program
student exchange between
Concord High School and the
Maximilian Kolbe Gymnasium
in Wegberg, Germany. Ernst
is also co-advisor to the German Club (Deutsch Klub) at
the high school. These professional characteristics, coupled
with her outstanding teaching
methods, have earned her the
title of World Language Teacher
of the Year.

task of deciphering the English
language to where the child can
finally figure out words, sentences, and ultimately longer
passages and books. Shaw not
only brings reading to life at
Bow Memorial School, she also
has volunteered for at least nine
years at the N.H. Literacy Day
to spread the love of reading
and literacy to New Hampshire
children and families.
.

Terry Bullard, Bedford School
District, Bedford: The New
Hampshire Society of Technology in Education has selected
Terry Bullard as the recipient of
its Susan Janosz
Award for this
year. Prior to
joining the staff
in Bedford in
July 2013 as the
director of technology, Bullard
was technology
director in the
TERRY
Manchester and BULLARD
Windham School
Districts. As a technology
leader for more than 30 years,
Bullard’s passion has been to
implement a shared vision for
effectively integrating technology to enhance teaching and
learning. Considered a “Change
Agent,” she challenges administrators and teachers alike
to think outside the box as to
how technology can be used to
transform the world of teaching
and learning. Bullard believes
that technology is more than a
“tool,” but that it is an integral
part of student and professional
life.
.

Cynthia White, Plymouth
Elementary School, Plymouth:
The New Hampshire Council
for Exceptional Children has
chosen Cynthia White as the
Special Education Teacher of
the Year. White
coordinates the
Middle School
Behavioral
Resource Room
Program, servicing middle
school students CYNTHIA
WHITE
with emotional
behavioral/social difficulties.
She provides a positive behavioral support system, training
for paraprofessionals and collaboration with general education teachers. This outstanding
program allows for a natural
home-school environment for
students struggling with social/
emotional behavior differences in a therapeutic/school
environment. This is often their
last chance at a school-based
program before the need for an
outside placement.

Learning Opportunities at the
high school, she has the privilege of developing a program
that guarantees a personalized
learning experience for all students. When students enroll in
the program, they decide what
they want to learn and it is up
to their mentors to facilitate
authentic learning that is academically, intellectually and
personally challenging. Her
position provides Couture with
a chance to make the community a part of the process
by engaging professionals in
designing real-world curriculum focused on the skills the
students need to be successful
in the 21st Century world of
work.
.

Stephanie Burke, West Running
Brook Middle School, Derry: The
New Hampshire Department
of Education has selected
Stephanie Burke as the 2015
recipient of
the Presidential Award for
Excellence in
Mathematics
and Science
Teaching. Burke
has been an
educator for
STEPHANIE
11 years and
BURKE
has taught 8th
grade science at
West Running Brook Middle
School for the last eight years.
Passion for her subject and
students has led to implementing an innovative 21st
century approach to teaching,
which includes a personalized
learning environment that uses
the flipped classroom model.
Since October 2015, Burke has
been a school board member
of the Next Charter School in
Derry. Her current committee
work includes the elementary
science curriculum, middle
school science curriculum and
the health curriculum committees in her district.
.

Jennifer Deenik, Souhegan
High School, Amherst: The New
Hampshire Department of
.
Education has selected Jennifer Deenik as this
Tari Selig, Griffin Memoyear’s recipient
rial School, Litchfield: The New
of the PresiHampshire Association of
dential Award
School Psychologists has sefor Excellence
lected Tari Selig as the School
in MathematPsychologist of the Year for
ics and Science
2016. For the
.
Teaching. After
past eight
22 years of
years, Selig
Anita Shaw, Bow Memorial
teaching, Deenik JENNIFER
has worked
School, Bow: The Granite State
continues to
as a school
Reading Council is pleased to
DEENICK
challenge her
psychologist in
announce that Anita Shaw has
students, both in and out of
the Litchfield
been selected as
the classroom. She currently
School District.
Reading Teacher
teaches biology to 10th graders
She was chosen
of the Year for
at Souhegan High School. She
for this award TARI SELIG
2016. For the past
is the lead facilitator and vision
for her exemplary service as a
35 years, Shaw
.
keeper for the Critical Friends
school psychologist. Not only
has had teachGroup program in her district.
does she evaluate students
ing experience
Donna Couture, WinnacunAll faculty members at Souhefor disabilities and examine
in grades K-9
net High School, Hampton: The
their strengths, weaknesses
within consultaExtended Learning Opportuni- gan High School meet once
a month under the guidance
and learning styles, but she
tive, classroom
ANITA SHAW ties Network is very proud to
of Deenik to focus on student
also collaborates with parents,
and inclusionary
recognize Donna Couture as
learning and engage in reflecteachers and administrators to models. Since 1995, she has
this year’s Extended Learning
help create a positive learning
served as reading/writing speOpportunity Coordinator. Cou- tive dialogue in order to create
transformational learning
environment for every student
cialist for grades 5-9 and a class- ture’s primary
experiences for all students.
in the school. Outside of her
room teacher in grades 5 and 6, responsibility at
Deenik is also the coordinator
full-time position, Selig has
teaching reading, language arts, Winnacunnet
for the school-wide advisory
been an active executive board social studies and mathematics High School is
program, which is designed to
member of the New Hampshire at Bow Memorial School. Shaw to develop and
personalize the educational
Association of School Psyexcels in working with students implement the
experience for students. She
chologists. She has served as
who struggle to read. She has
Extended Learnensures that each advisor propresident, and is currently the
a wealth of expertise in finding ing Opportunity
vides an authentic experience
N.H. Delegate to the National
just the right way to help a stu(ELO) Program.
and each student is supported
Association of School Psycholo- dent find a reading connection As the coordina- DONNA
by an adult in the building.
gists. She has helped lead the
that makes the complicated
tor of Extended COUTURE

Here’s who presented the awards at last night’s EDies ceremony
Donald Austin
President
NHSBA

Caroline Carter
Miss New Hampshire 2016

Dr. Virginia Barry
Commissioner of Education
NH Department of Education

Cindy Chagnon
NH State Board
of Education Member
NH State Board of Education

Jean-Marie Beauchemin
Retail Operations
Support Specialist
Hannaford Supermarkets

Todd A. DeMitchell
John & H. Irene Peters
Professor of Education
University of New Hampshire

Stephen Bigaj
Assistant Dean
Keene State College

Rebecca Gagnon
President
NHASCD

Megan Birch
Director of Educator
Preparation
Plymouth State University

Kate Grieve
School Psychologist
Lamprey River
Elementary School

Zenagui Brahim
President
NHMEP

Alex Haddad
Area Supervisor
McDonalds/
EK Management Co., LLC

Elizabeth
Hockmeyer-William
Chief Operating Officer
Hockmeyer Studios

Nicholas Marks
Interim Dean
School of Education
Granite State College

Larry Johnston
Brand Ambassador
McDonalds/
The Napoli Group, LLC

Stephen F. Martin
Executive Director
NHASBO

Drew Turner
Area Supervisor
McDonalds/
EK Management Co, LLC

Peggy McAllister
Executive Director
NHASP

Keke Vencill
Anchor
NH1 News

Dr. Mark V. Joyce
Executive Director
NHSAA
Jane Lacasse
Professional Development
Plymouth State University

Dr. Gail Mears
Dean of College of Education/
Health & Human Services
Plymouth State University

Rick Ladd
Representative
State of New Hampshire

John Reagan
Senator
State of New Hampshire

Paul Leather
Deputy Commissioner
NH Department of Education

Nancy Stiles
Senator
State of New Hampshire

Lisa Trisciani
VP of Field Sales
GovConnection Inc.

